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Reviews
OPERA
SCOTTISH OPERA:
INTERMEZZO
THEATRE ROYAL, GLASGOW
HHHHH

THE c�rtai�� part i� Wolf�a��
Q�ete�’� �ew prod�ctio� for
scotti�h Opera of Richard
stra���’� Intermezzo a�d yo�
k�ow i��ta�tly it’� �oi�� to be a
breathle�� �i�ht, a�d a colo�rf�l
o�e. For there’� a real �e��e of
co��ectio� betwee� stra���’�
whirlwi�d �core – a� ab�ol�te
�eethi�� riot of �ote� – a�d
the me�a�erie of colo�r that
explode� from de�i��er Ma�fred
Kaderk’� period �et.

Yo� �e��e immediately the
delicio�� hypocri�y of early
20th-ce�t�ry Vie��a, where
stra���’� a�tobio�raphical tale
of dome�tic t�rb�le�ce i� played
o�t. The c�rtai� ope�� to �plit
a �ia�t reprod�ctio� of Klimt’�
The Kiss, to be re��ited o�ly at
the e�d whe� hero a�d heroi�e,
Chri�ti�e a�d Robert storch,
make their marital peace.

Bavaria� �opra�o A�ita
Bader’� performa�ce a� the ever-
pre�e�t Chri�ti�e i� a�to�i�hi��
for it� �tami�a alo�e, with o�ly
mar�i�al �i��� of fati��e. Rola�d
Wood’� ��flappable storch
a�d nicky spe�ce’� �lithery
Baro� L�mmer, to�ether with
the �erve-ed�ed a��ortme�t
of dome�tic maid� a�d other
�atellite fi��re�, re�po�d with
eq�ally feveri�h e�er�y.

M��ical director Fra�ce�co
Corti matche� that with a�
adre�ali�-char�ed readi��
of stra���’� p�lveri�i�� �core.
scotti�h Opera’� ho��e ba�d
capt�re� the ��per-char�ed
�e�rotici�m of the m��ic, a�d
ha�dle� it� ci�ematic fl�idity
– a�d the emotio�al overload of
the orche�tral I�terl�de� – with
�rippi�� fortit�de.

A�d eve� if there are
mome�t� of text�ral a�d
tech�ical i��tability i� the pit,
a�d a rather fo�r-�q�are waltz
from the da�cer�, there’� �o
de�yi�� thi� rare o�ti�� for a�
ecce�tric opera i� well j��tified.
KENNETHWALTON


